Meeting 7 – Free Range Choir Working Group

Monday July 24th 2017
Frances Bernstein

David Astin

Steve Boothroyd

Stan Pearson
Roger Harington

Apologies from Alison Hulme and Jane Sellers

1.  Finance Issues

Steve has prepared the end of year financial statement – this is appended.

At the previous meeting it was suggested that FR could make a donation to charity at the end of the year.  It was decided that we should not make any decision regarding this at this time pending membership numbers in September.  The choir did contribute to the Lidgett Park Methodist Church charity project.

It was felt important that termly subscriptions should not increase above there current level of £50.  We need 30 members to cover the cost of the Leaders Fees, room hire and other costs.  If membership is less than 30 in September the shortfall will be covered from choir funds.

2.  2018 Residential

Beamsley is booked for the weekend of 16th-18th March

A deposit of £200 has been paid to reserve both the centre and the cottage.

No decision has been made regarding a workshop leader

Action Points

Frances to decide on workshop leader for the weekend
Working Group to plan the weekend to hopefully encourage more members to stay for the full weekend.  There is a minimum number per night required by Beamsley

3.  November Workshop -  Saturday 11th November at Lidgett Park Methodist Church
Phil Wilcox is booked to lead the workshop. 

Lidgett Park Methodist Church is booked for the day

The cost of the workshop leader and accommodation will be approaching £500

20 members have doodled to say they will be attending

It was agree that the cost/member will be £15 with the shortfall covered from choir funds 
4.   Review of recent performances / gigs

4.1 Cuban Inspiration – April 29th
Generally considered to be not as good as our previous gigs and difficult to organize both Mestisa and Los Camarados and their PA requirements. Fortunately we covered all costs and the surplus income of £300 was shared between the 3 performing groups. 

4.2 Headingley Street Choirs – June 10th
It’s thought that Headingley isn’t very well suited to busking owing to traffic noise etc and lack of audience (probably fewer than normal as a result of the weather on the day).  A busking spot in the garden of the Original Oak was suggested.  It was thought that the venue for the concert (Shire Oak School) was not as good as the venue used previously (Headingley Methodist Church).  In spite of these views it was thought a good event and one that we should continue to support.  Frances has provided feedback and suggestions to the organizers.

4.3 National Coal Mining Museum – July 8th
A day spent busking to little if any audience other than that provided by other choirs.  The perfect weather made it a pleasant day.
It was felt that our best audiences and most successful gigs were the Sing Freedom and the Courage and Conscience performances at Lidgett Park Methodist Church.

5.  An update on the themed project from Frances and Roger.
Since the Working Group meeting at the end of April Frances and Roger have been working away to progress this project.  The format remains the same but a different context.  No longer Dark Times but now more towards British values/achievements.  The songs are still being finalized by Frances but are likely to include Sing John Ball, one or two spirituals, Bonny Besses, Bread and Roses and Ode to Joy.  Some brilliant songs for FR to sing and our audience to listen to.
Roger has now started writing the narrative linking the songs to make a coherent piece.

FR will start learning the songs in the autumn term with a view to a first performance in spring 2018

6. Next Term

6.1 Membership 

During last term a number of altos have moved to the soprano section in order to balance numbers.

Membership numbers for next term are a little uncertain – as usual Frances will be asking everyone to confirm their ongoing membership during the summer
Action Points

All Members to be aware that Frances would like to hear from any sopranos interested in joining Free Range.

6.2  Repertoire and rehearsal program for the period up to the end of December
Songs to be included in the ‘themed project’ (yet to have a working title !) together with other songs Frances will introduce to provide variety.
Frances reiterated that she would be pleased to receive suggestions for songs for FR to sing from members.

Sing Freedom songs for our December performances. 
 

Action Points

All members invited to suggest songs to Frances for FR to sing

6.3  Future Gigs
Sing Freedom for Makor    Sunday December 3rd 
Frances is speaking to members of the Roscoe Methodist Church with a view to FR performing Sing Freedom for them in November / December
6.4 Cuba Workshop

This is planned for Sunday October 15th in Sheffield in conjunction with the Sheffield choir Sinontes.  More detail later.
6.5 Video Recordings etc
Frances would like to obtain some good quality video recordings of FR singing the Miner’s Trilogy.  It would also be good to record some of the Sing Freedom songs at the same time.  
It was suggested that we could get some good quality still photographs at the same time

(using Jill’s photographer contact)
Action Points

Frances to contact James Jellyman re costs and availability for sound recording and to discuss with Shawn re his availability for video recording.

6.6 FR Website

This needs updating particularly the ‘About Us’ page  

Action Points

Frances to put together some words regarding our plans and repertoire for the forthcoming term with a view to attracting interest from prospective members.

David to update the website

The Working Group is an open group and members can join at any time.

The following members put their names forward :

Steve, David, Alison, Stan, Roger H, Frances

The following members said that they would like to help but unable to attend meetings. They will be kept fully informed and will contribute by email:

Hilary, Jill 

Meeting notes will be put on the FR website in the Members Only area

